[Morphology and prognosis of follicular thyroid cancer--a clinico-pathologic and DNA cytometric study of 95 tumors].
A retrospective study of 95 follicular thyroid carcinomas was conducted to evaluate the prognostic value of different morphological and clinical features. The biological behaviour of these tumours was primarily influenced by presence or absence of a capsule type of confinement: the frequency of lethal outcome among widely invasive carcinomas was six times higher than among encapsulated neoplasms. Furthermore, dismal prognosis could be demonstrated for tumours occurring in older patients (with a sharp break in the prognosis at the age of 52 years) and for those lesions which displayed oxyphilic metaplasia. The same effect was shown for presence of lymph node metastasis, tumour invasion of the cervical soft tissue and, for the case of encapsulated carcinomas, distant haematogenous spread. Conversely, the degree of differentiation and the patients' sex proved to have no significant influence on prognosis. In 22 carcinomas, cytophotometric and flow-cytometric determinations of DNA values were performed. These procedures revealed to have only limited diagnostic value, since for the majority of the tumours, benignancy or malignancy could not be judged from the DNA histograms. However, DNA measurements proved to contribute valuable information for the prognosis in individual cases of widely invasive follicular carcinomas. The discussion focuses on the diagnostic, therapeutic and prognostic relevance of these findings and on their impact on subclassification of follicular thyroid carcinomas.